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24 tons of steel from the World Trade Center

—USS New York

submitted by cangrow

It was built with 24 tons of
scrap steel from the World
Trade Center.

It is the fifth in a new
class of warship - designed
for missions that include
special operations against
terrorists. It will carry a

crew of 360 sailors and 700
combat-ready Marines to be
delivered ashore by helicop-
ters and assault craft.

Steel from the World Trade
Center was melted down
in a foundry in Amite, LA
to cast the ship’s bow sec-
tion. When it was poured

The future is something which
everyone reaches at the rate of 60
minutes an bour, whatever be does,
whoever be is.

-C. S. Lewis
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into the molds on Sept.
9, 2003, “those big rough
steelworkers treated it with
total reverence,” recalled
Navy Capt. Kevin Wensing,
who was there. “It was a
spiritual moment for every-
body there.”

Junior Chavers, foundry
operations manager, said
that when the trade cen-
ter steel first arrived, he
touched it with his hand and
the “hair on my neck stood
up.” “It had a big meaning
to it for all of us,” he said.
“They knocked us down.
They can’t keep us down.
We’re going to be back.”

The ship’s motto? “Never
Forget”
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Whatif Global Warming Doesn’t Exist?

by Chuck Hall

On January 30, the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform held
a hearing on government interference in
research conducted by climate scientists
working for federal agencies. The
panelists included Dr. Franc-
esca Grifo, Director of the
Scientific Integrity Pro-
gram, and Rick Piltz,
formerly of the U.S.
Climate Change Sci-
ence Program. Plitz
resigned that post in
2005, citing govern-
ment censorship of
climate change sci-
entists as his reason
for doing so.

At that hearing, the
panelists continually
cited references to the fact
that there is an overwhelm-
ing consensus among scientists
that human activities are significantly
contributing to global warming. In spite of
this, there are many who insist that global
warming is solely a natural phenomenon and
that human activities play no significant part
in planetary climate change.

You don’t have to be a scientist to know
that something is amiss when daffodils are
blooming in January. So the question is
whether we are contributing to global warm-
ing, not whether it is actually occurring.

Let’s ignore the majority scientific opinion
and assume for a moment that humans play
no significant part in climate change. Granted
this assumption, would the proposed actions
to curtail greenhouse gases serve any benefit
whatsoever? Since the majority of planned ac-
tion on global warming involves curtailing the
use of fossil fuels, consider the following:

Even if humans play no part in global warm-
ing, would lessening or even eliminating our
dependence on foreign oil by developing
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biofuels and other fuel alternatives be a good
thing or a bad thing?

Even if humans play no part in global
warming, would producing more hybrid cars
that can get 100 mpg be a good thing or a
bad thing?

Even if humans play no part in
global warming, would re-
ducing or even eliminat-
ing coal burning power
plants by replacing
them with alterna-
tive energy sources
that don’t pollute

the atmosphere be a

good thing or a bad

thing?
Even if humans
play no part in glob-
al warming, would
building homes with
green technology so that
they use less energy and
resources be a good thing or a

bad thing?

Even if humans play no part in global
warming, would eliminating runaway defor-
estation be a good thing or a bad thing?

There are two possible answers to whether
humans are contributing to global warming:
either we are, or we aren’t. If we aren’t,
but if we still take actions to reduce carbon
emissions and greenhouse gases, there are
significant benefits to be gained by creating
a cleaner environment and minimizing or
eliminating dependence on foreign oil. But
if the majority scientific consensus is correct,
and we are contributing to global warming,
yet take no action on it, do the benefits of
taking no action outweigh the risks?

Chuck Hall is a Sustainability Consultant
and author. His latest book, Green Circles
will be available in Spring 2007. You may
contact him by email at: chuck@cultureartist.
org or visit the Culture Artist Web site at
www.cultureartist.org.
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